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OUR LAVENDER | FROM THE EDITOR 


What's On the Menu? 


BY RANDY STERN | PHOTO BY RANDY STERN 


I should have warned you about this col- 
umn...I am a storyteller. I love to tell stories. 
My apologies in advance... 

Until 1997, I was quite uncomfortable with 
dining in “nice places.” I preferred casual 
haunts that were affordable with good food. 

At that time, I was living in the Washington, 
D.C. area and was called out for my dining hab- 
its. I was told by a friend in that community that 
they prefer to dine at the better places around 
the town. Certainly, I was making better money 
during my time out there and was able to enjoy 
some really nice places in and around our Na- 
tion’s Capital. 

From that lesson, I learned that we, as a 
community, like to dine out at the finest places 
in town sometimes. It comes down to a way to 
impress that one love in our lives - or, the one 
we are at least interested in. 

Other times, we just want a burger, a pizza, 
a curry, ог a casual vegan dish. We want to not 
worry about dressing up and employing table 
manners. Yet, we still want good food no matter 
where we go. 


These days, you will most likely find me at a 
more casual place to eat. Usually solo or with a 
bunch of friends. I always end up at places that I 
am more familiar with, serving consistently good 
food without any drama around me. Perhaps that 
is the way you dine, also? Maybe with your group 
of friends, strangers, and so forth? After all, isn't 
food a celebration? 

In this issue, we are serving you a well- 
balanced menu. From vegan ingredients to 
serving up a slice of community, we offer you 
choices that keep us satisfied and well fed. We 
also make a stop in Pine City for a pint of fine 
locally produced microbrews. All in time for a 
night at the opera! 

As a reminder, Dining Out For Life is hap- 
pening on April 28! This is one of best fundrais- 
ers we have in our community, supporting the 
Aliveness Project. Pick your restaurants and 
give generously to keep serving our HIV/AIDS 
communities. With places to dine across the 
Twin Cities, Mankato, and Duluth, itis a worthy 
cause for all of us to enjoy a lovely meal. 

Before I close this column, I want to give a 


hearty "congratulations" and a "thank you" to 
Dot Belstler for her 13 years of leadership at 
Twin Cities Pride. She has announced her re- 
tirement from the leadership of the Upper Mid- 
west's largest LGBTQ Pride event. Without her 
leadership and the team she put together, our 
annual celebration of community and culture 
would never be what is for the past 50 years. 
We will celebrate her career in our upcoming 
Pride Issue. 

For now, breakfast, lunch, and dinner are 
now served! ll 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


Joe Dowling’s Back in Town with a Timely Tempest 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


The man who led the Guthrie as Artistic Di- 
rector for twenty years, shepherding its move 
from Vineland Place to its present riverine 
three-stage location, had been discussing with 
current Artistic Director Joseph Haj a produc- 
tion of The Tempest since 2018, when Dowling 
was directing Shakespeare’s play at London’s 
Old Globe. Although time, circumstance and a 
worldwide pandemic intervened, the stars final- 
ly aligned for a slot in the Guthrie’s 2022 lineup. 

While Dowling doesn’t claim prescience, 
and the world can always use a dose of kindness 
and forgiveness, this particular timing is acutely 
apt for a production featuring these themes. As 
one would expect both of this play and a Dowl- 
ing handling, there’s a full-bore tempest of ac- 
tion, emotion, and schemes, stirred in a brew 
of dancing, drunkenness, fairy magic: tout le 
bazar. But the central theme is vengeance, plot- 
ted from several sides; revenge and whether it 
should be wreaked or not. 

Twelve years ago, Prospera (Prospero in the 
original, here played by Regina Marie Williams) 
was done out of her dukedom of Milan by her 
brother Antonio and banished to an unnamed 


island with her daughter Miranda, now a young 
woman ripe for wedlock. Prospera has used 
the time to gain considerable magical powers 
and now uses her servant spirit Ariel (lithely 
played by Tyler Michaels King) to draw the 
ship bearing Antonio, Alonso, King of Naples, 
and others-including Alonso’s son Ferdinand- 
a conveniently marriageable youth-through a 
dreadful tempest and ship-wreck on the island's 
shore. Here, at her leisure, Prospera's plans of 
revenge will be brought to fruition. 

There's fancy and fairyness, and hints of un- 
reality; directly after the ship comes aground, 
Ariel takes the stage to reenact for the specta- 
tors, exactly how the scene was constructed. 
'The spectators are left to wonder. 

Three groups of passengers roam the island, 
each ignorant of the other two, each with its 
own agenda involving vengeance. Prospera also 
has Ferdinand, deciding whether he's worthy of 
Miranda's hand; Alonso's butler and jester have 
found Caliban, the island's only native inhabit- 
ant, who hopes they will help him murder Pros- 
pera and regain his island; others from the ship, 
including "three men of sin," search for Ferdi- 


nand, fearing he is dead. Athletic, wispy Ariel 
uses his powers to confront Prospera, pleading 
for compassion until she cedes, “The rarer ac- 
tion is / In virtue than in vengeance." 

Written in 1611, The Tempest is one of four 
plays often grouped with Pericles, Cymbeline, 
and The Winters Tale as “romance” or “tragi- 
comic," dramas that still offer plenty of furore 
and magic without embracing the tragedies' 
high body count. So yes, Miranda does marry 
Ferdinand, Prospera forgives the ship's passen- 
gers, rebukes Caliban, leaving him to his island, 
and renounces her magic powers. 

Some say The Tempest was the Bard's bow- 
out from the stage, perhaps his last play writ- 
ten without collaboration before he retired to 
Stratford. If this is so, then Prospera's final lines 
in the Epilogue speak for them both, as she 
breaks the fourth wall to enlist the audience's 
help to return from whence she came: 

"But release me from my bands / With the 
help of your good hands." And we gladly comply, 
freeing Prospera at last from the island. 

The Tempest will be playing on the Guthrie's 
Wurtele Thrust Stage through April 16. E 
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OUR LAVENDER | A DAY IN THE LIFE 


Kate Voss 


BY LINDA RAINES | PHOTOS COURTESY OF KATE VOSS 


Where did you grow up? 

I grew up in Henry, a small town in Central 
Illinois with one blinking stop light & about 2,500 
people. A great place to raise a young family as I 
was the middle of five children. 

Where do you live? 

I just recently moved to South Minneapolis 
near Lake Nokomis. I am really looking forward 
to the summer when I can access the bike trails, 
hike Minnehaha falls and get out on the lake. I’m 
not much of an outside winter activity person yet, 
but I’m learning to make the most of what Min- 
nesota has to offer! 

Who do you live with? 

I live with my girlfriend, Abby, and her 6-year- 
old cat Gimli [yes, based off the Lord of the Rings 
character]. 

What is your occupation? 

I am a sales & service executive with the 4x 
Champion Minnesota Lynx! I love being able to 
work with the most passionate fan base in the 
WNBA. Whether our fans are there every night, 
attending their first game, celebrating a birth- 
day/anniversary, or bringing clients and employ- 
ees to the Target Center – I get to be a resource 
to ensure it's a great experience. There's nothing 
better than bringing people together over their 
love for Lynx Basketball. 

When did you come out? 

This was a gradual process for me depending 
on which area of my life people were in. I came 
out to a close group of friends at 18, my immedi- 
ate family at 19, extended family at various points 
and Гуе never been out professionally until re- 
cently - probably the last 3 years or so. 

How'd that go? 

Like most vulnerable moments, it had its ups 
and downs. It was met with love and support but 
also fear, anger, and ultimatums. It took me along 
time to work through and understand the nega- 
tive responses from those I loved & respected most. 
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When do you wake up? 

Depends on if I'm heading into the office or if 
it's a work from home day - so anywhere between 
6:45 and 7:30 am. 

Phone alarm or old school alarm? 

Usually, phone alarm but I do have a wake-up 
light that I have used during the winter months. 
Iam the furthest thing from a morning person. 

What's the first thing you do in the morn- 
ing? 

Hit the snooze button at least twice to wake 
up gradually. 

Breakfast? 

This varies, usually depends on if it's a work 
from home day or not. If I'm headed to the office 
- either pre-made waffles ог 2 bagel with peanut 
butter. If it’s a work from home day, usually an 
egg with half a bagel. 

Coffee? 

I am the only person I can think of that does 
not drink coffee. My morning drink has recently 
become a room temperature glass of water with 
lemon juice. A great way to get the day started. 
While I don’t drink coffee, I will have a Spark 
drink іп the morning - a flavored vitamin bever- 
age with a bit of added caffeine. 

How do you spend your commute? 

If it’s an office workday - ГЇЇ spend шу 15-20 
minute commute on the phone with my Momma. 
She likes to walk laps around the house while we 
talk, so she gets her steps in and I get to catch up 
on what’s going on in her life / at home. On Tues- 
days, she’s at work so I'm most likely blasting El- 
ton John’s Diamond album through the speakers. 

What do you nerd out for (gaming, music, 
history, etc.)? 

Puzzles, sports, animals, and anything HGTV. 
I love relaxing with piano music & a glass of wine 
as I try to put a puzzle together. College football 
Saturdays are a big deal as I am a diehard Notre 
Dame football fan (Go Irish, Beat Everybody). 

What music have you been digging lately? 

I must admit that I am a late іп Ше Swifty - 
Taylor Swift has been constantly playing in our 
house after watching the Documentary Special 
and Reputation Tour on Netflix. І am blown away 
by her ability to write a song and within minutes 
have the music behind it. The documentary was 
quite interesting, and I highly recommend it. 

Is your workspace tidy or a hot mess? 

My at-home work space is not as clean as it 
should be - so definitely a hot mess, but I know 
where everything is. ? When I'm at the office, I 
am much more organized as there is a bit more 
storage available with that desk. 

What's been your favorite job? 

Through my sports career (mostly in Minor 
League Baseball), working with education days 
and summer camp days to provide an incredible 
experience for young kids who may not other- 


wise have the opportunity has been my favorite. 
There's nothing better than a high five from a kid 
on their way back to the bus after their field trip 
or listening to them tell you their favorite part of 
the game. I'm excited to have an opportunity to 
do the same here with the Lynx. 

Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take 
out, or cook in? 

Weeknight meal is usually made at home. My 
favorite meal is a blackened salmon bowl sushi 
bowl. 

On a usual weeknight, you are doing 
what? 

Hanging out with Abby. Either watching a 
show, a movie or documentary, playing games 
or reading. As the weather warms up and the 
days get longer, you can find us biking/walking 
around a lake or at brewery with friends. 

Bedtime? 

Usually between 10:00 – 11:00 pm, but I can 
fall asleep as early as 8:00 pm if I needed to. 

Favorite weekend activity? 

My newest favorite weekend activity is volun- 
teering with Healing Hearts Rescue Organization 
and their dog adoption events. Abby & I aren't 
fostering yet so we will help with transporting 
the puppies and dogs to & from the event if their 
fosters can't attend or it doesn't line up with their 
schedule. This has been incredible way to give 
back after my own rescue dog (Rigby) passed 
away last summer. 

What are you most proud of, and why? 

Тһе ability to experience different parts of 
the country. I've never shied away from picking 
up and moving for the next opportunity or next 
area to experience. I’ve been able to meet won- 
derful people in each new place, experience new 
cultures and types of people, and really learned 
to love people where they are and for who they 
are. I have also learned a lot about myself in the 
process. 

Words of wisdom to share: 

Oh goodness - there are about 1,000 things I 
could write here. I'd say to focus on just being the 
most original and authentic version of yourself 
each day. It can be a long journey and process to 
find who you are, but it's so worth it. There isn't 
anything more freeing than being 100% true to 
me in every situation. ll 


OUR LAVENDER | BIZ BUZZ 


Natalie Lyon Agency, FARMERS INSURANCE 


Business: Natalie Lyon Agency, Farmers In- 
surance 

Your Name: Natalie Lyon 

Job Title: Agency Owner 

Give us a brief overview of your business 
and what services you provide the com- 
munity: 

We are a local, LGBTQ owned insurance 
agency. Our motto is we make insurance sim- 
ple! As far as services 1 call insures it all- we 
are able to help with home, life, auto, business, 
recreational products, renters, condo, landlord, 
vacant, workers compensation, pet insurance 
and more! 

How many years have you been in busi- 
ness? 9 years 

What’s something unique we should know 
about your business? 

Our office location is not only nestled in 
one of the cutest South Minneapolis neighbor- 
hoods, but we have bragging rights as being 
home to the one and only Prince. Our build- 
ing housed his recording studio in the 1970s. 
Purple rain...purple rain... 

What’s your favorite thing about your job? 

I love how I am able to work with clients 


Photo courtesy of Natalie Lyon 


through their lifecycle. I get to experience the 
excitement from the college student who is get- 
ting settled in at their university and needs to 
setup renters insurance. Then there’s hearing 
about the new home they are buying and set- 
ting up protection through home insurance on 
that asset. Then they reach out when they are 
starting a family and we get life insurance setup 
to remove the emotional and financial loss in 
case of unforeseen death. To sum it up, my 
favorite part about my job is the people! The 


people I get to work with as clients, referrals 
partners, and the opportunity to improve our 
community. 

What’s the best thing about working with 
the LGBTQ community? 

I think our community is really good about 
doing business to support one another. The 
majority of my client base is LGBTQ people 
and I absolutely love that. We have created a 
website, (quick plug) gayinsurancemn.com so 
we can be more connected with the community 
and people can easily find us and know without 
question they will get a welcoming, inclusive, 
and educational client experience. 

Does your business have anything new, 
fun or unique happening on the horizon? 

We purchased our office building early 2021 
and haven't got to have a big kick off event due to 
COVID. We are crossing our fingers for a big open 
house event coming this summer/fall that will rock 
your socks off! 

If you weren’t doing your current job, what 
would you be doing? 

I love animals so probably working at a hu- 
mane society or zoo. ll 
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OUR SCENE | COVER FEATURE 


LEAVE IT TO CLEAVER 


The Herbivorous Butcher Allows 
Twin Cities Citizens To Dine For Life 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP | PHOTOS BY MIKE HNIDA 


Some dine out for business; others dine out for pleasure. Some dine 
out for convenience; others dine out for novelty. Some dine out for re- 
ward, to one’s self or to another, for thanking or congratulations, while 
others dine out for experience-a new culture, perhaps, or at least a new 
sensation. And in the near future, you will have the opportunity to dine 
out for something else; you will have the opportunity to dine out for life. 

Dining Out For Life is “a 24 hour dining fundraiser for AIDS service 
organizations in cities all over the world,” according to the event’s web- 
site. “Each year, more than 50 local HIV service organizations partner 
with 2,400+ participating restaurants, 4,100+ volunteers, and 300,000+ 
diners to raise over $4.5 million for people living with HIV/AIDS in the 
United States and Canada.” That’s a whole lotta dining...and that’s a 
whole lotta life. 

The Twin Cities’ own Aliveness Project has hosted DOFL since Com- 
puServe was considered cutting edge. A Twin Cities institution, the Alive- 
ness Project describes itself as “a Minnesota nonprofit organization and 
community center that facilitates community building, offers nutrition 
and wellness services, and links members to resources to lead healthy, 
self-directed lives.” 

Annually scheduled for a Thursday, this year’s Dining Out For Life is 
a straightforward as a wasabi chaser: on April 28, 2022, dozens of Twin 
Cities restaurants—www.diningoutforlifemn.org—will donate a percent- 
age of that date’s profits (AKA Your Bill, along with all the other bills) to 
the Aliveness Project. If you decide that appetizers and two desserts in 
addition to your entree aren’t for you, not really, but for the cause, your 
therapist might later accuse you of rationalization, but your compadres 
will probably applaud you in the moment. 

Two veterans of the event are longtime Twin Cities residents Bill 
Hauge and TJ Danielson. “We would get large groups of friends together 
and make an evening of it,” they remember, recounting their past DOFL 
adventures. “We felt it was a great way to support our community while 
spending a nice evening with friends. It was awesome!” 

Each participating restaurant decides how much of the 24-hour term’s 
profits will benefit the Aliveness Project, ranging from 20% to 100%, a fact 
not lost on Hauge who notes, “Besides going to restaurants we enjoyed, 
we would select the restaurant that donated the highest percentage of 
their profits to The Aliveness Project.” 

One of six participating establishments to donate all of April 28’s profit 
to the cause is the Herbivorous Butcher, America’s first vegan butcher 
shop and deli. The reason behind that generosity is intensely personal to 
co-owner Aubry Walch who testifies thusly: “I lost someone very close to 
me to HIV many years ago because of a stigma; they were too afraid to 
even go to a doctor until it was too late.” 

Walch sees her support of Dining Out For Life as the best way to pre- 
vent such too late moments from blighting the community’s future. “The 
work and education that the Aliveness Project and Dining out for Life 
does is so incredibly important,” she observes. “And I hope through their 
work that we don’t lose any more people to the stigma.” 

The term “butcher” packs plenty of stigma of its own, a stigma un- 
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packed by Walch and her co-owning brother, Kale. Declares the Herbivo- 
rous Butcher’s website, “We have carefully crafted 100% vegan, cruelty- 
free meat and cheese alternatives that capture the best flavors, textures, 
and nutrients most people are used to without their negative impacts on 
health, animals, and the environment.” 

If the siblings’ collaboration sounds like the coney-est of Zen kéans, 
it's a paradox they embrace. "We're passionate about creating meat-free 
meats and cheese-free cheeses that taste like no other vegan product on 
the market,” their website elaborates. "We've been developing our reci- 
pes for years and are confident that after one sampling you'll be hooked!” 

Support for DOFL predates the foundation of the siblings’ own es- 
tablishment. “Before we owned a business, we always went out to eat at 
participating restaurants for Dining Out for Life,” Aubry Walch affirms. 
“Once we had a way to help raise funds as a business we jumped on the 
opportunity as soon as we could. We're excited to add Herbie Butcher's 
Fried Chicken to the mix this year.” 
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If the Herbivorous Butcher’s 2021 DOFL experience is any indicator, 
that new product will debut in front of a large audience. “Last year, we had 
approximately one hundred customers visit us for Dining Out For Life, 
which is almost twice as many people as usual on Thursdays,” says Aubry 
Walch. “Our customers are amazingly diverse. We see people of every 
age, race, gender, et cetera come through our doors.” 

At the Herbivorous Butcher, preparation for Dining Out For Life looks 
surprisingly like preparation for any other day. “Since we have always op- 
erated as a take-out spot, we don’t have to alter too much of what we do,” 
Walch reports. “We mainly make sure to have extra sandwiches on hand 
because they fly out the door.” 

Of course, in the still churning wake of a how-many-letters-are-in- 
the-Greek-alphabet-anyway pandemic, the definition of “Dining Out” has 
become nuanced. Many of the participating establishments offer a take 
out option...which has always been the Herbivorous Butcher’s modus 
operandi. 

Less mastication-oriented means of contributing to Dining Out For 
Life are at your disposal. Perhaps the most conspicuous of these is the 
role of ambassador. Each restaurant is assigned at least one such person, 
and this assignee’s duties begin well before the event. These duties in- 
clude liaising between DOFL and the participating restaurant, as well as 
generally spreading the word about DOFL. 

The day of the event, after delivering promotional materials, ambas- 
sadors approach tables, hand out brochures, answer questions, accept 
further donations, and thank guests. Says TJ Danielson, “We really ap- 
preciated the volunteer ambassadors at the restaurant. The participating 
restaurants were welcoming and seemed eager to support the effort.” 
Other individual volunteer opportunities include photography and mate- 
rial assembly. 

Oh, yeah, and if you’re more of a cut-out-the-middle-meal, slice- 
through-the-Gordian-spaghetti-knot type, or if you’re on some kind of 
high-minded hunger strike, you can always simply donate to Dining Out 
For ІШе-по one will mind you being a killjoy, so long as you’re a gener- 
ous killjoy. 

Dining Out For Life couldn’t happen without its sponsors. DOFL is 
supported nationally by Subaru of America. Minnesota’s version is fur- 
ther supported by such dining-adjacent helpers as Maker’s Mark, Sysco, 
and Tock. Rangier sponsors include Bremer Bank, KARE-11 TV, ROR Tax 


Professionals, Ryan James Coit, Walgreen’s, and, ahem, even a scrappy, 


stalwart, downright-cuddly, good-to-her-mother bimonthly publication 
whose name rhymes with, uh, “Mavender Lagazine.” Event sponsorships 
are, not incidentally, still available. 

But the best way to help is still the most obvious way, whether you 
dine out for business, pleasure, convenience, novelty, reward, or experi- 
ence...so long as you also dine out for life. “It is an amazing opportunity 
to support such a great organization while sharing a meal with friends 
and family!” Bill Hauge enthuses. “Get out and participate!" E 


The Herbivorous Butcher 
www.theherbivorousbutcher.com 
www.herbivorousacres.org 
www.herbiebutchersfriedchicken.com 
Dining Out For Life 
www.diningoutforlifemn.org 
www.aliveness.org 

Dining Out For Life is ® Action Wellness, Philadelphia. 
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DINING OUT 


FOR A 


GOOD CAUSE 


BY E.R SHAFFER 


How many times do you go out to eat in a 
month? The last year? If you're anything like 
me, you've got to fight the instinct to answer 
each question with two different numbers- one 
for how much I went out ‘Before’, and one for 
‘After’ COVID. It's no secret restaurants took a 
big hit over the past two years- I can think of 
plenty of personal favorites that didn't survive 
at all. 

Now, as case numbers begin to go down 
and the promise of Spring approaches, plenty 
of us are ready to get back to dining out. It's 
a privilege I am far more aware of these days, 
and every time I go out it feels like I am doing 
something good for myself, and I can't be the 
only one. 

But then the question arises- why just go out 
for yourself, when you could also go out to sup- 
port your local community? That is the proposal 
behind Dining Out For Life, a one day event 
on the last Thursday in April where participat- 
ing restaurants partner with local HIV service 
organizations to raise money and educate the 
community. 

I had the pleasure of speaking with Dylan 
Boyer, Events and Communications Manager 
of the Aliveness Project. For nearly 40 years now, the Aliveness Project 
has been working to provide food, services, and information for Min- 
nesotans living with HIV/AIDS. On the food side of things, they pro- 
vide home cooked meals six days a week and run a food shelf. This, 
along with case management, mental health services, and most recently 
opened Minnesota's first free PrEP Clinic, THRIVE, makes the Aliveness 
Project a truly one-of-a-kind organization. 

And, since the Aliveness Project began as a series of potluck dinners 
way back in 1985, it's only fitting now that its key fundraiser be centered 
around good food and engaging conversation. 

"This year we are really excited and hopeful. You know the past two 
years, Dining Out For Life has looked different." On April 28th, res- 
taurants like the Herbivorous Butcher, The Nicollet Diner, The Saloon, 
Muffin Top Café, EagleBOLTbar and Herbie Butcher's Fried Chicken 
will be donating their profits to support the work that Aliveness does. 

"It's really astounding to think about these restaurant partners over 
the years stepping up as members of the community," Dylan tells me. 
"Any time a restaurant signs up, you are advocating for rights for a com- 
munity that has faced so much stigma over the years." Along with the 
financial contributions, that day restaurants will open their doors to am- 
bassadors- volunteers, some of whom have experience living with HIV- 
and according to Dylan, they are what really make the event special. 

"They are the welcoming committee that really opens the door for 
some of these conversations." Dylan himself was once a volunteer for 
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Dining Out For Life when he lived in Chicago. He explained that for 
him, it was an opportunity to share his story as someone who lives with 
HIV. His passion is evident, even as we talk over Zoom. It's a wonderful 
opportunity for the diner as well- rather than simply reading a pamphlet 
or watching an educational video, they are given the opportunity to have 
real conversations with people who understand what the community 
faces. 

“One of the beauty things about Dining Out For Life is that we аге 
able to shed so much stigma in that event. Bringing HIV to your dining 
table, and to have that conversation around there- this isn't something 
that's talked about that often. But on this day, one day a year, we can do 
that in all of these restaurants across the Twin Cities." 

You can visit DiningOutForLifeMN.org to find a full list of participat- 
ing restaurants, as well as information on how to become an ambassador 
(either in person or by hosting a virtual dinner). More information about 
the Aliveness Project can be found on their website, Aliveness.org, as 
well as on Facebook and Instagram. 

“One of the most important meals people will have all year long is 
Dining Out For Life. This is our primary fundraiser. It's so simple- go out 
and eat a meal. There's just a little bit more meaning behind this one." E 


Dining Out For Life 
www.diningoutforlifemn.org 
www.aliveness.org 

Dining Out For Life is ® Action Wellness, Philadelphia. 
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BEER THIRTY AT 


On Writing and Beer 


(And Writing About Beer) 


BY ANDREW STARK | PHOTOS BY MIKE HNIDA 


Writing is not fun, and anybody who claims otherwise is merely 
stringing words together. Dave Eggers, in his introduction to David Fos- 
ter Wallace’s Infinite Jest, attested that, among the 1,067 pages, “there 
is not one lazy sentence.” The poet Joe Millar told me over drinks in 
Portland one night that “writing is work; it’s like roofing a house.” In fact, 
Michael Pietsch, in his Editor’s Note for Wallace’s final and masterful 
(and unfinished) tome The Pale King, mentions that Wallace “described 
working on the new novelas like wrestling sheets of balsa wood in a high 
wind.” Many writers Гуе worked with have imparted a single word of 
advice to folks who want to pursue the craft: Don’t. 

In fact, the truly gifted writers don’t seem to pursue it at all—it pur- 
sues them, like an effectual call, practically monastic in its obligation. 
There’s something of a compulsion to it: the writer must be a fluid ob- 
server, recording every sensuous detail about every experience and syn- 
thesizing that galaxy of information into something interesting to read. 
It’s no wonder so many—like Wallace up there—end tragically. They find 
ways to cope, or don’t. My mentor in grad school told me, evenly, chill- 
ingly, that “you must learn how to live a sedentary life, or this thing will 
eat you alive.” Hunter S. Thompson’s daily routine famously included 
“Chivas Regal with the morning papers” and, among a menagerie of 
other vices, lunch of “Heineken, two margaritas, coleslaw, a taco salad, 
a double order of fried onion rings, carrot cake, ice cream, a bean frit- 
ter, Dunhills, another Heineken, cocaine, and for the ride home, a snow 
cone (a glass of shredded ice over which is poured three or four jiggers 
of Chivas).” It’s a harried existence, being a writer, having to see the 
world through so many points of view: the eye of a poet, a door mouse, 
a hurricane. 

My compulsion as a writer is to travel, to immerse myself in and docu- 
ment different experiences. If I am not doing this, I start to feel cagey 
and frustrated, that my time is being wasted. In other words, I didn’t 
listen to my mentor. It’s a rewarding life, if not isolated and exhausting— 
there’s a fine line between independence and loneliness. 

So I find myself arrowing north on a Saturday in mid-March, a couple 
days after deadline for this story, heading back to Three Twenty Brewing 
Co. in the idyllic village of Pine City, a sort of postcard-perfect Anytown, 
U.S.A., where kids play fast-pitch in the water tower’s belled shadow. 
It’s a cool hour from the Twin Cities, light traffic today, the sun on blast, 
the moon like а cataracted eye. Га visited before, back in October, while 
covering Saint Croix State Park. But there wasn’t enough editorial real 
estate in that story to give Three Twenty justice. 

Writing about beer isn’t easy. There are a handful of readymade de- 
scriptors—crisp, light, hoppy, refreshing—but these are threadbare to 
the point of meaninglessness. Beer can be haunting, multidimensional, 
startling, nostalgic. It has transcended to the level of high culinary art, 
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like any fine whisky or wine. Done right, beer is poetry. 

Three Twenty is owned and operated by locals Nick and Cassandra 
Olson, who opened the brewery with a focus on community, a space to 
gather with family and friends. In fact, while I’m posted at the bar, two 
former high school buddies unexpectedly reunite. It’s a sort of “Is that? 
Are you?” moment, followed by a lot of back-slapping, one of the men 
near tears. 

There are eight options (plus a non-alcoholic pale) on the board, 
which rotates with each season. I order a couple flights, taking notes on 
my phone. The Pert’Near Cream Ale is balanced and subtle; the Blood 
Orange Blonde complex, bold, the right side of tart; but the Pert’Near 
Pear is a standout among standouts: strange and sugary, refreshing and 
delicious—T've never tasted a beer quite like it. 

Nick enters in a flourish, greeting everyone in the place as he weaves 
into a back room to address a tapped keg of Wild Berry Sandbar Seltzer 
(light and summery, but somehow deeply flavorful—like a melted pop- 
sicle, in the best way possible). 

Physically, Three Twenty feels like a harmonious mashup of a brew- 
ery and a smalltown bar: an open concept of warm woods (some 120 
years old, preserved from the space's original iteration) and big windows 
and natural light. The distillers and circulating tanks and fermenters in 
an adjacent room are clearly visible through enormous panes of glass: 
a testament to Nick and Cassandra's transparency in their process and 
devotion to quality. 

According to something called The Beer Connoisseur, Minnesota 
ranks 17th in the country for their dubious list of “АП 50 States Ranked 
for Beer,” but that article was published in 2019—it's already outdated. 


Continued on page 18 
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If it had been published a few months ago, it’d already be outdated. Breweries come and go, 
with sparks of brilliance everywhere, often fleetingly. Not to dunk on this “All 50 States” list 
too much, but—and this happens a lot—their Minnesota blurb focuses entirely on the Twin 
Cities. That's a huge oversight. Plus there's no way we're ranking behind Wisconsin. 

Гуе drank beer all over America. Brooklyn, Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Port- 
land. And Minnesota is, for me, among our country's strongest beer states. Highlights include 
localjoints like Venn, BlackStack and Barrel Theory, and outstate gems like Revelation on the 
northwestern border, Imminent down in Northfield, Forager in Rochester. And, of course, 
Three Twenty. 

Nick appears at my side, cracking a cold brew. He's frazzled but collected, sweating but 
smiling. Owning and operating a brewery, on your terms and with your recipes, is not easy 
work: it's a marriage of engineering, artistic expression, tenacity and grit. I shake his hand 
and comment on the deliciousness of the Kashmirium IPA, holding my honeyed pint aloft. He 
thanks me. But he already knows the Kashmirium is delicious—like the poet, the painter, the 
chef bent to his toil, Nick's standards are high. 

This is what makes these rural breweries so compelling: they imbue some artisanal flare 
into a doggedly domestic beer demographic, and are met with open arms. 

On the drive home, I think about art as work. Jack Kerouac wrote Ол the Road on a 120- 
foot scroll, unspooling all over his cramped Manhattan apartment like rogue videotape, the 
man sweating through his shirts as he banged out about 100 words per minute, all but froth- 
ing at the mouth, compelled to write his story, riveting and weird and classic, a sliver of his 
soul to be sent out and swallowed by the world. 

Cheers. Ш 


Three Twenty Brewing Co. 
135 5th St SE 

Pine City, MN 55063 
www.threetwentybrewing.com 


18 LAVENDER APRIL 7-20, 2022 


FOR SPRING 


As we finally are able to spend more time enjoying 
outside activities and fresh air, we offer some delicious 
and affordable wine offerings for your next spring 
outing. Everything from a fresh Rhone Valley Rosé to 
a new offering of a red Bordeaux. Or a newly released 
unoaked Chardonnay from Burgundy or you may be 
tempted by a hearty old vine red Zinfandel from Lodi, 
CA. Something from this list is sure to complement 
your next spring or summer get together. Enjoy! 

Тһе vineyards of Chateau d'Aigueville are located 
on a plateau in the Rhone Valley with an exceptional 
pebbled terroir. Their elegant Rosé wine presents a 
beautiful salmon pink color, has a rich fruity bouquet 
and a gentle, intense and generous character. $14 

Pierre Lurton presided over production of this 
beautiful Entre-Deux-Mers, Chateau Marjosse is a 
blend of old vine Sauvignon Blanc, Sauvignon Gris, 
Semillon and Muscadelle. It was vinified at Mr. Lurton's 
historic property, Chateau Angelus, in Saint Emillion. 
Chateau Marjosse is a dry but clean classic white to 
pair with almost any seafood or soft cheeses. $25 

Jean-Claude Poisson Bourgogne Blanc is produced 
exclusively from 100% unoaked Chardonnay grapes 
that are grown on the hillside vineyard in the Southern 
Burgundy region. This Bourgogne Blanc is best 
enjoyed young. It is a medium dry wine with a slight 
golden hue. The bouquet is full of fruit with great 
finesse. Excellent as an aperitif with nearly all cuisine. 918 

Family-owned and operated Napa winery, The 
Тегтасев, boasts extreme high quality and small 
production wines. Their newly released Napa 
Chardonnay has a miniscule run of only 539 cases. 
Medium oak flavor with an elegant soft finish, followed 
by alingering balanced palate. Serve around 50 
degrees to allow the ever-present aroma to shine. Just 
simply enjoy! $40 

Known as a wine region of value, the Rhone Valley 
in France continues to over deliver. Bonpas Croix 
de Bonpas Cotes-du-Rhone rouge offered from the 
Jean-Charles Boisset collection, boasts a purplish red 
color that reveals an intense bouquet with aromas of 
spices, licorice and notes of cocoa, rounded out with a 
lingering balanced finish. Pair with grilled red meats, 
game or hard cheeses. $15 

Chateau des Mille Anges Premium is a red 
Bordeaux from the area known as Cadillac. A blend 
of 60% Merlot, 25% Cabernet Sauvignon, and 15% 
Cabernet Franc grapes. Vinification is traditional and is 
under the strict supervision of Mr. Hubert de Bouard 
of Chateau Angelus, Saint Emillion fame. Considering 
the extreme prices for Bordeaux these days, this little 
beauty truly is a Bordeaux value. Soft, yet balanced 
with a solid mid palate that leads to an elegant lengthy 
finish. Start the grill! $20 

Lastly, an offering from Lodi, CA. Windstorm is 
a well-made old vine red Zinfandel that always over 
delivers for the price. Lodi is known for producing 
old vine Zinfandels with some vines over 100 years 
old! Dark red/purple in color, full of lush red berry 
fruit with a hint of sweetness that complements a 
solid lengthy finish. Enjoy with barbecued ribs or 
anything off the grill! You could even serve with some 
chocolatey delights! 517 
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PROVISION COMMUNITY 
RESTAURANT 


BY ISAAC JOHNSON | PHOTOS COURTESY OF KENNY BECK 


THE CONCEPT: TURNING THE SOUP KITCHEN ON ITS HEAD 

Amidst a Minnesota snowstorm, Kenny Beck couldn’t get his car 
started and was hitching a ride with his friend Anna Wienke. She told 
him about an idea she had for a restaurant. At the time she was working 
at an upscale steakhouse and volunteering in a soup kitchen. She noticed 
that people would come through the line, looked down, grab their food, 
then walk away to sit alone and eat. 

One night she decided to try something different. She grabbed the 
other volunteers, pushed tables together, and served them like a restau- 
rant. Instantly their eyes lit up as a client needing a meal turned into a 
guest. The engagement flipped the atmosphere and changed the ambi- 
ance of a dreary experience into a communal gathering. “She pitched it 
to me,” and Beck said, “let me know how I can help.” They assembled a 
board of directors, with Beck as the treasurer and started a non-profit. 

It took several months but the team was able to do enough fundrais- 
ing and secure a location. Provision Community Restaurant opened in 
October 2019 with a come as you are, give as you can model. Anyone 
is welcome whether or not they have the financial means to be there. 
Sitting at a community table, “you’re going to be seated with people that 
you don’t know necessarily,” explains Beck. 

The food is served family style “so people are passing and engaging, 
creating conversation and community within the restaurant,” says Beck, 
“were trying to create that dining room experience. Where folks can 
sit down, have a nice hearty meal that looks good, tastes good, and is 
nutritious.” Provision has two dinner services, at five o’clock and seven 
o'clock that can accommodate about 20-25 people each. 


9-2 
1 
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THE MISSION: 3 MAIN INGREDIENTS 

Provision's mission is threefold, to reduce food waste, alleviate food 
insecurity, and decrease social isolation. It's said that 4096 of all food that 
is produced goes to waste. To help reduce that waste, Provision receives 
donations of food surplus from various sources like restaurants, grocery 
stores, and bakeries. To keep it from going to landfill, Provision will turn 
it into a meal. 

It's also said that one in seven Minnesotans go to bed hungry each 
night. Some that struggle with food insecurity don't feel comfortable 
going to places like soup kitchens or food shelves, and if they do they 
might not be nearby. Like Anna experienced, those types of places are 
typically filled with lines of people, aluminum tins, styrofoam plates, and 
an overall gloomy solo experience. Made all the worse by the pandemic, 
Provision aims to bring people together and build connections to keep 
its mission going. 


Continued on page 22 
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THE COOK: SERVER TURNED MASTER CHEF 

Beck has always worked serving in restaurants until he found his 
love of cooking. As a server at a prominent Minneapolis establishment, 
they required that he knew every ingredient of every dish and where 
they were sourced from. “That was the first time that I started paying at- 
tention to ingredients and thinking okay, that’s really not that hard. You 
don’t have to buy everything, you can make it from scratch.” 

Beck also has a long line of excellent cooks in his family where 
friends would profess the great impression of this mother’s meals. He 
has taken that natural ability and desire to continue to impress to build 
a meal based on what Provision has available. He’s been the head chef 
from the beginning but now Beck will be taking over as Executive Di- 
rector at Provision, “the idea of running a kitchen is not scary, by any 
means.” 


THE FUTURE: MANY COOKS IN THE KITCHEN 

Unfortunately, Provision had to suspend operations temporarily. 
However, Beck has a recipe to get things cooking. “My hope is to be 
able to get more people aware of our concept, to work on fundraising 
and grants, and to secure some partnerships to really build this thing.” 
The goal is to grow and duplicate the model in other neighborhoods, 
suburbs, and cities so that those who are food insecure will have an op- 
tion in their own community. 

Provision also rents out it’s kitchen space to small food related busi- 
nesses. “While they’re with us we’re helping to mentor them and build 
them up and give them the tools that they need to be successful,” Beck 
says. Having the various partners in the same space allows them to com- 
municate and work together and build ideas off each other. Beck hopes 
to capitalize on those relationships to provide cooking classes or chef ex- 
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hibitions to add another layer of engagement and fundraising to further 
Provision’s mission. 
THE RE-LAUNCH: DINNER IS SERVED 

Since Provision has had a bit of a bumpy start, they plan to hold a 
large fundraiser this May, followed by a soft launch of a cafe operation in 
preparations for the official grand opening in June. The Provision Cafe 
service won't have set times but provide a space for people to come hang 
out, have coffee, grab a bite of what’s available like pastries, sandwiches, 
or a small meal. As long as gathering restrictions loosen up, they will 
return to their family style dinner service model. 

For those that want to help the best thing to do is to volunteer your 
time and your connections. Although appreciated, attending a dinner 
and making a financial contribution for the night or small donations of 
food aren’t very lucrative for feeding a crowd. Beck says they’d love for 
people to offer services helping with operations, the space, and prepar- 
ing the food. Most importantly, “taking Provision back to their work, 
their friends and family, and getting us connected with donors and 


grants or other groups within the industry that are looking to assist." И 
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The Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatre Presents “Footloose” 


BY BRETT BURGER | PHOTO BY DAN NORMAN, 2022 


The Chanhassen Dinner Theatre is known 
around the state as one of the best dinner the- 
atres around. The talent they attract is simply 
some of the best and unparalleled and their 
recent show Footloose is no exception to that. 
However after seeing this production, I can’t 
help but think what could they do if they picked 
amore risky show? While I adore Chanhassen, 
they do seem to consistently pick shows that 
feel safe. 

Footloose is a story that every generation 
knows one way or another. Whether you’ve 
watched the original movie, a recent adapta- 
tion or your favorite theatre producing it, we all 
know Footloose. When a young teenager, Ren, 
moves from city living in Chicago to a small 
farm town, he’s prepared for the inevitable ad- 
justment period at his new high school. How- 
ever, he isn’t prepared for the strict rules that 
this town has set by the local preacher, which 
includes a ban on dancing. When Ren meets 
Ariel, the rebellious daughter of the preacher, 
he soon realizes maybe this town isn’t so bad... 
yet. 

The show begins with an explosion of vo- 
cals, color and dancing with the titular song. 
Renee Guittar choreographed an incredible 
show. Each routine is organized, sharp and ex- 
act which should be noted that it isn’t easy to 
do this on a smaller stage, however they always 
deliver. One scene included some incredible 
basketball choreography that was so smooth 
and looked effortless by the cast. It’s unfortu- 
nate there aren’t more opportunities for danc- 
ing because Guittar is a genius and the cast 
translates it wonderfully. 

In addition to the choreography, one 
thing I always notice about each show I see 
at Chanhassen is how they use their space so 
well. Their ability to utilize vertical levels and 
their push on set pieces are always interesting 
to see. While the stage is small, that calls for 
building up; however the ceiling is fairly low as 
well because it’s a dinner theater. There are al- 
most always a few platforms that allow actors to 
be up higher, causing more dimension to cer- 
tain scenes. The set pieces were also unique 
and well done including the gas station, motor- 
cycle and burger joint tables. 

There certainly is an abundance of talent 
in this cast. As an ensemble in acting, many 
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of them stand out in their own way however 
sometimes they stick out a bit too much. I 
found that in many of the ensemble numbers it 
felt like some performer's voices weren't blend- 
ing as well and stuck out too much. The only 
time I didn’t feel this was during the smaller 
group numbers that included Rusty, Urleen, 
and Wendy Jo (Shinah Hey, Kayli Lucas, Mau- 
reen Sherman-Mendez). The songs like Hold- 
ing Out for а Hero and Somebody's Eyes high- 
lighted these ladies incredible vocals. 

Ann Michels and Michael Gruber both re- 
turn to Chanhassen playing Ethel (Ren’s mom) 
and Rev. Shaw Moore, after both co-starring 
in The Music Мал last year. Both of these per- 
formers never miss no matter the stage and no 
matter the role. It’s a treat to watch. Lynnea 
Doublette is fantastic as Moore’s wife, VI and 
I wish she had a larger role due to her pure de- 
meanor and lovely singing. Another highlight 
includes Kersten Rodau who hilariously plays 
Betty Blast and had me rolling with laughter. 

Alan Bach and Maya Richardson both lead 
the production as Ren McCormack and Ariel 
Moore, respectively. Bach is able to play Ren 
as a suave young teenager without looking like 
he’s trying too hard. His impressive ability to 


dance and hit each singing note without losing 
too much vocal integrity is great as well. Rich- 
ardson brings a new flair to the role of Ariel 
that I’ve never seen before. She truly makes 
Ariel her own. Together, their performance of 
Almost Paradise creates the most touching part 
and best vocal part of the show. 

As I mentioned, the skill in this cast is great, 
however there is no show without Willard and 
Rusty, played by Shinah Hey and Matthew Hall. 
These two on their own are incredibly captivat- 
ing to watch and together they are even better. 
Hey has this wonderful ’80s flair to her voice 
that makes it feel so authentic to the show. 
Their chemistry as awkward teenagers in love 
is a joy to watch. Hall is a total scene stealer 
without pulling the attention too much. 

The Chanhassen is back and Footloose is 
a perfect night out. While it’s not my favorite 
show in general, the production itself holds up 
and is great for families, groups of friends or 
anyone who just wants to get out of the house. 
Not to mention the dinners at Chanhassen are 
always top notch! 

Footloose runs now through September 24, 
2022. Tickets can be found at chanhassendt. 
com/footloose. И 
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Broadway & Indiana Go to “The Prom” 


BY E.B. BOATNER | PHOTO BY DEEN VAN MEER 


Seventeen-year-old Emma’s intention to 
invite a girlfriend to the prom prompts such 
handwringing, consternation, and high moral 
outrage that Mrs. Green, PTA president, cancels 
the event altogether rather than draw publicity 
to Edgewater, Indiana’s James Madison High 
School. 

A troupe of Broadway actors, fresh off a first- 
night- opening-cum-closing of Eleanor! The Elea- 
nor Roosevelt Story, hear of the prom kerfuffle, 
and head west to Emma’s aid. A hitch: Emma’s 
girlfriend is the popular-and closeted-head of 
Student Council, Alyssa Green, daughter of (d7- 
umroll) the formidable PTA president. There fol- 
lows rough-and-tumble, Feydeau-ish foolery, and 
final (hardly a spoiler) Happy Ending. 

High energy is good, song and dance is great; 
shaken-and-stirred in The Prom, they effervesce. 
You and your partner of choice come share the 
love, April 12-17, at the Orpheum. 

Wondering how the actors themselves relate 
to queer problems-the characters’, the audi- 
ence's, their own, Lavender asked, and these five 
cast graciously shared: 

Kaden Kearney “Emma, High School Stu- 
dent, Banned from the Prom,” 

Kalyn West “Alyssa Greene, Head of Student 
Council with a Secret,” 

Patrick Wetzel “Drama Desk Award Winner 
Barry Glickman,” 

Bud Weber “Trent Oliver, Esteemed Julliard 
Graduate/Cater Waiter,” 

Shavey Brown “Sheldon Saperstein, Broad- 
way’s Press Agent with a Plan.” 

Do you recognize yourself in aspects of 
your character? 

KEARNEY “I feel very connected to Emma. 
Our stories are not exactly the same, but I have 
always felt very close to her. I came out when I 
was 17 in high school. I would have loved to go to 
prom as myself (I never did) and wear a suit and 
tie. I get to do that now every night. Doing this 
show is a very healing and celebratory experi- 
ence for me. 

WEST “I grew up being told by society that 
I was straight, and believing it. I came out later, 
and was surprised/saddened by how much ho- 
mophobia Га internalized. I’m still in the process 
of untangling it. This is, unfortunately, not an un- 
common experience. It feels very frightening to 
be working through questions around my own 
identity while the world seems to be cracking 
down on denying the very existence I’m trying 
to own. So, needless to say, it feels even more 
important to be telling this story right now.” 

WEBER “I recognize myself a lot in Trent 
and his eagerness and passion for making a 
change within the world, but also being able to 
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take a moment and ultimately realize that change 
has to happen within as well and there is always 
room to grow and learn as a person." 

Young (and older) audiences are empow- 
ered by *being seen." 

KEARNEY “So much love. This show means 
a lot to many people, especially young, queer 
people. I personally have gotten many heartfelt 
messages from young, non-binary people saying 
how wonderful it was to see a trans non-binary 
actor on stage. People feel seen, and that is so 
important." 

WEST "It's been incredible to bring this sto- 
ry to the local LGBTQIA+ communities across 
the country. With their lack of representation, 
they're so hungry to see themselves on stages 
and screens. It's been a gift both ways. Not to 
mention the importance of bringing The Prom to 
real world communities that need and deserve it, 
who don't necessarily have access to Broadway 
in New York. This show is special, and represen- 
tation matters.!" 

Has performing in The Prom caused you 
to consider additional aspects of the issues 
portrayed? 

BROWN "Tm a gay black man. Very proud 
of that. I think The Prom asks us to look closer at 
our beliefs and how we view others who think dif- 
ferently. This show has made me ask more ques- 
tions. We've come so far, but we have states want- 
ing to get rid of literature with the word "gay," so 
a show like The Prom can't be seen at schools, 
or wanting to get rid of books talking about our 
history of race which goes hand in hand. And for 
me, the learning more about the non-binary com- 
munity and adding that knowledge to myself and 
teachings to my kids. 

KEARNEY "This show is an important re- 
minder that we have not arrived at acceptance 
yet. That every person, every community must 
venture on a journey of challenging biases 


against LGBT people. It can be easy to forget 
how far we still have to come, and yet we see it in 
all of the anti-LGBT legislation happening." 

WEBER “I think no matter what community 
you identify or see yourself in, there is a univer- 
sal message in the show that you can connect 
with and learn from [others]. Who hasn't felt dif- 
ferent and wanted to be celebrated for their dif- 
ferences instead of being considered an outcast? 

Does The Prom reflect your background? 

KEARNEY “I was raised in a town that was 
"liberal" but not necessarily accepting. Emma's 
experience is quite different in her town with her 
peers. When I was in high school no one talked 
about queer people, it was like they didn't exist. I 
am so honored to be in this cast and tell this sto- 
ry alongside such wonderful people every night. 

BROWN "Tm gay and I grew up in Ohio, 
next to Indiana, where our show takes place, and 
my experience was totally different. For me race 
is always an issue... that comes to play even be- 
fore my sexual orientation. But being part of this 
show with such inclusivity and diversity is a joy. 

WEST “I identify as bisexual and queer, as 
well as mixed race, and I grew up in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Though I was not raised in the 
church, I was surrounded by it, and that defi- 
nitely made owning myself more difficult. This 
gives me a sense of honor in telling her story, but 
it also means it can be personally taxing for me 
since it's so close to home. I am grateful for the 
opportunity to fill her shoes and tend to both our 
hearts each night." 

"This show is all heart. You'll leave with a 
smile on your face, songs stuck in your head, 
and love in your pocket. АП unruly hearts are 
welcome and encouraged to shine. To queer kids 
everywhere - this is for you. I see you and love 
you." | 
To read more, visit www.lavendermagazine.com 
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Chasing the Aria 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


If there were an AA-type meeting for lovers of Verdi, Puccini, Mozart 
and their ilk, here’s how my confession would go: “Hello, I’m Carla, and 
I’m an opera-holic.” I’m also a travel writer, so whenever I’m on the road, 
I look for a local production to supply my musical fix. 

The malady started back in sixth grade, when my mother bought 
tickets to the Metropolitan Opera’s traveling production of “Faust,” held 
at the U of M’s Northrop Auditorium. It wasn’t love at first aria, however. 
My cousin and I spent the intermissions hurling spitballs over the bal- 
cony rail. 

The following year, Mom bought tickets to Wagner’s “Die Meisters- 
inger’—way too lengthy and boring for this 12-year-old. But by the time 
I turned 17, my new boyfriend gave me the recording of “Rigoletto” for 
my birthday. Young love spurred me to listen carefully to it, following the 
Italian words and their translation in the album’s enclosed libretto. I was 
hooked. From then on, the Met’s Saturday afternoon radio broadcasts 
were inked in as sacred spaces on my calendar. 

Traveling to hear opera began after marrying that boyfriend, produc- 
ing several children, and living on a dangerously small income. Still, the 
Duluth opera company was staging “Faust.” We secured tickets but no 
babysitter, so parked the kids at a movie matinee while we attended the 
opera matinee. Alas, the featured soprano was indisposed, so a young 
unknown filled in. Her name was Beverly Sills. 

A few years later, we took the train to Chicago to catch a performance 
of their Lyric Opera. After the final curtain fell, still giddy with delight, 
we ambled to the nearby Italian Village restaurant for spaghetti. So did 
the stars of the show, we discovered, watching them file past our table as 
our jaws dropped into our red sauce. 

Chicago’s next season featured Luciano Pavarotti in “Rigoletto.” 
When, disguised as a student, he visits love-interest Gilda’s home, Pava- 
rotti—never accused of being underfed—knocked over the gate of the 
fence as he strode through. Unflustered, he went back, set it up again 
and proceeded through it sideways. 
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After a divorce, I began travelling to Europe 
on that famous $5-a-day budget. By stretching it, I 
could snag standing-room tickets—first, in Vien- 
na, for “Parsifal,” performed on Good Friday. It's 
loooong, so instead of standing, I seated myself 
on the floor at the balcony's edge. Chastised (in a 
tumble of rapid German) by an usher, I burst into 
tears. Even a steely Austrian usher couldn't stand 
that sign of a young lady in distress; he kindly let 
me stay cross-legged on the floor. 

Years later, I returned to Vienna and 
snagged a lastminute box seat. The couple 
seated directly in front of me cuddled their way 
through Act 1. Then, during Act 2, a woman 
burst through the box's curtains and whis- 
pered urgently to the gent, who immediately 
got up and left. During the next intermission, 
I inquired of a young German girl next to me 
if he might have been a doctor, summoned to 
an emergency? “No,” she replied. “That was 
his wife, telling him to get out of here and get 
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home!” Better show than the one on the stage. 

I checked into my London hotel at 1 PM. The Covent Garden performance began at 2. Tired 
and jet-lagging, again I stood throughout the show. It was XXL-sized soprano Birgit Nilsson, con- 
vincingly shedding veils as Strauss’ teen-age seductress, Salome. 

In Rome, I watched the railroad-style clock right above the stage tick ominously onward, well 
past the 8 PM curtain. Finally, at 8:30, the orchestra filtered into the pit and began tuning. OK, 
Italian time. But while staying in a small pensione in Venice, the proprietress announced that the 
street door would be locked at 11 PM, no exceptions. I explained that I had a ticket to “/ Maestri 
Cantori" (Meistersinger, once again), which wouldn't conclude that early. “Oh, the opera!” she 
crooned, and gave me the door key. (She also pulled out her ironing board and indicated that I was 
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in no state to appear at the theater.) 

In Athens, I spotted a poster announcing 
that evening’s performance of “Boris Godunov” 
and secured a ticket. The imported stars sang 
away in Russian, while the chorus, I discov- 
ered, meanwhile sang lustily in Greek. 

Visiting Finland, I got a tip from my friend 
Soile Anderson, a Finn who runs a success- 
ful catering business in the Twin Cities. She 
directed her son in Finland to secure tickets 
for the premiere of a new Finnish opera, to be 
held outdoors within the ruins of a medieval 
castle. During intermission, audience mem- 
bers spread blankets, opened picnic baskets 
and popped Champagne corks. Soile had ar- 
ranged, long-distance, for her teenage son to 
do likewise. What a feast! 

In a St. Paul production of “Tosca,” I was 
among audience members who were surprised 
(and delighted) to see the soprano—who in 
the opera’s final moments, jumps to her death 
off the parapet of a Roman fort—reappear in 
the air, as inflated rubber mattress bounced 
her back into view. However, when seeing “То- 
sca" outdoors in Germany, the soprano on the 
parapet also refused to die; was hauled up into 
heaven by a troop of angels. 
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Visiting New Orleans, I came across the an- 
nouncement of a city college’s performance of 
rag-timer Scott Joplin’s opera, “Treemonisha,” 
that afternoon. Didn't know he'd even written 
an opera! I was game and enjoyed the show, 
which featured a talented young soprano and 
her love interest: a tree. (Spoiler alert: They 
got married.) 

Гуе enjoyed many, many fine productions 
of the U of M's music department, including 
lesser-known modern works, such as one by 
bold-name composer Elliot Carter, who at age 
100, had a box seat. I applauded a youthful 
Vern Sutton (now retired) as the young hero 
in “Albert Herring;" was awestruck at an uber- 
bloody “Poppea;” and surprised at a work by 
Mozart, performed, it appeared, on the left- 
over set of "Madama Butterfly." 

On assignment for a weekly newspaper, I 
was sent to interview the touring, ever-so-gra- 
cious mezzo, Rise Stephens (think *Carmen"), 
staying at the Marquette Hotel. As we said 
goodbye after a breakfast in its café, I noticed 
she'd left her lace handkerchief on the table. I 
still have it. 

Also for work, I was assigned to help out 
with the after-performance gala dinner for the 
Met on tour, held in the Crystal Court of the 
IDS building. Tables for six held place cards. 
I, by good fortune, was seated next to the diva 
of the evening, Spanish soprano Monserrat 
Caballe. Entrees were placed at each table 
setting; however, no companions showed up 
to take their seat with us. Mme. Caballe pol- 
ished off her entrée, then directed me, “Pass 
me that one." Finished it, too and instructed 
me to hand her yet another, until all six plates 
were bare. 

'The zoomed Met Opera on Demand got me 
through the pandemic sans opera-withdrawal 
symptoms, thank goodness. But what a restor- 
ative experience it was to return in February 
for a live performance by the Minnesota Op- 
era at the Ordway once again. Like coming 
home.... Е 
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Pride Journey: Indianapolis 


BY JOEY AMATO | PHOTOS COURTESY OF JOEY AMATO 


The last time I wrote an article about Indianapolis was back before I was 
living here. Sometimes you view a city differently as a tourist, so I decided 
to become a tourist again to explore my beautiful city. Indianapolis is in my 
opinion one of the most underrated cities in the country. Its people, cul- 
ture, and opportunities are some of the greatest strengths of the city, not to 
mention, a thriving LGBTQ culture. Pride is celebrated here throughout the 
year. You can walk through neighborhoods and see countless rainbow flags 
hanging proudly from homes and businesses all year round. 

Indianapolis is a very gay city, especially when it comes to LGBTQ phil- 
anthropic organizations and community initiatives. There are numerous 
local charities here such as Indiana Youth Group, Trinity Haven, Gender 
Nexus, Damien Center, Trans Solutions and StepUp just to name a few. 
If you are looking to mingle with LGBTQ locals, you can definitely find a 
group that suits your interest. 

We like things big in Indy. The city is home to the largest children’s 
museum in the world as well as the largest sports venue in the world, the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, where the annual Indy 500 is run. 

The Circle City boasts some wonderful LGBTQ bars and restaurants 
including English Ivy’s, Greg’s Our Place, Downtown Olly’s, FortyFive De- 
grees, Metro, Tini, and the newest drag bar, Almost Famous. 

Animal lovers should head to the Indianapolis Zoo, home to the India- 
napolis Prize, the most prestigious preservation and conservation award in 
the world. This May, the new Kangaroo Crossing exhibit will open in the 
current MISTery Park area, which has been home to the Zoo’s sloths since 
2019. Construction is now under way to completely transform the space with 
beautiful new plantings, creating a backdrop for red kangaroos that will of- 
fer a feeling of Australia in Indianapolis. Kangaroo Crossing will offer visi- 
tors a chance to walk into a large open area to mingle with the ‘roos without 
barriers. 

One of the many gems of Indy is the Eiteljorg Museum which will pres- 
ent a thought-provoking exhibition of Andy Warhol’s late-career artwork 


Continued on page 36 
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that explores his interest in Western icons and his merging of the mythic West with contemporary art 
and popular culture. The exhibition will be on display from March 12 to Aug. 7, 2022. The traveling 
exhibition, Warhol’s West, presents a range of his Western imagery, including prints of Geronimo, 
General Custer, Annie Oakley, and John Wayne. Also in 2022, the Eiteljorg Museum will celebrate its 
30th annual Indian Market and Festival on June 25-26, where more than 100 Native American artists 
will display and sell their beautiful art. 

Speaking of museums, the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis is not just for children. In fact, they 
host numerous adult-only events throughout the year. This March, they will be debuting Dinosphere, 
an immersive experience where guest will experience the sights, sounds, and smells of dinosaurs who 
roamed the Earth during the Cretaceous Period 65-75 million years ago. Visitors will be transported 
back in time under the cover of a former Cinedome that vibrantly changes from dawn to dusk and 
features thunderstorms to overnight meteor showers. 

Significant dinosaur specimens will occupy the space, including Bucky the teenage Т. rex which 
became the first dinosaur discovered to have a wish bone linking its relationship to birds. 

Also located at the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis is a tribute to Ryan White, the young man 
who died of AIDS in 1990. Ryan garnered international fame for his heartwarming story and was 
befriended by everyone from Michael Jackson to Elton John. A replica of his room is located in the 
museum and his mother Jeanne White-Ginder visits the museum numerous times per year to tell 
Ryan’s story. 

After a long day of sightseeing, head to the Conrad Indianapolis, perfectly situated in the heart of 
downtown. Everything you need is about a 5-10-minute walk from the property, including dozens of 
restaurants, boutiques, museums, and entertainment options, as well as Gainbridge Fieldhouse, home 
of the Indiana Pacers and Lucas Oil Stadium where you can watch the Colts take the field. 

One of my favorite features of the Conrad is the lobby. The elegant, yet inviting space is welcoming 
and functional. A grand Dale Chihuly chandelier hangs from the center of the lobby, with other art 
prominently displayed throughout. Guests can also access the hotel's two dining options: The Capital 
Grille and Tastings Wine Bar & Bistro, as well as Long-Sharp Gallery which specializes in works on 
paper, multiples, and drawings by modern and contemporary masters including Picasso, Miró, Haring 
and Lichtenstein. 

I stayed in the Pop Suite, a magnificent room paying homage to some of the greatest pop artists of 
all time including Andy Warhol, William John Kennedy and of course, Robert Indiana. Located on a 
private floor, the Pop Suite features a dining room table, fireplace, wet bar, soaking tub, and spacious 
living area complete with remote controlled lighting. The furnishings in the room are modern yet 
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comfortable, and the shower is spacious enough 
to have a party in. 

Spend the next day strolling along popular 
Massachusetts Avenue (or Mass Ave as we call 
it), where you can visit dozens of locally owned 
boutiques and restaurants. Towards the north 
end of the street is the new Bottleworks district 
which features The Garage Food Hall, Living 
Room Theatre and Pins Mechanical in addition 
to a beautiful art deco hotel. 

For dinner, head to Harry & Izzy’s, one of 
Indy’s most popular restaurants. The establish- 
ment is related to St. Elmo’s. Begin your meal 
with their famous shrimp cocktail. But be careful 
when using the cocktail sauce. It packs quite the 
kick. It’s fun to watch people try it for the first 
time. Also highly recommended are the Crab 
Beignets made with lump crabmeat, mascar- 
pone, chives and accompanied by a remoulade 
for dipping. Harry & Izzy’s as well as St. Elmo’s 
are known for their steaks, however I chose to 
order the Pan-Seared Scallops served on a bed 
of edamame, roasted corn, rainbow carrots and 
pancetta. The scallops were cooked to perfection 
and the vegetables were equally as delicious. 

If you are looking for a fun and relatively іпех- 
pensive city to visit this year, give Indy a chance, 
and drop me a message while you're in town. Га 
be happy to show you around. 

To book your Indianapolis gaycation, visit 
www.Orbitz.com/pride 

Enjoy the Journey! Ш 
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Had the Craziest Dream 
ast Night 


BY STEVE LENIUS 


Catching up on the news before going to 
bed is sometimes not a good idea. I was read- 
ing about the continuing, and so far successful, 
efforts of the state of Texas to ban abortions 
through a citizen-driven enforcement and boun- 
ty system. I also was reading about the Texas 
governor’s attempt to weaponize the child- 
protection system against transgender kids and 
their parents by trying to make parents who 
provide gender-affirming care for their kids 
guilty of child abuse. 

And then I fell asleep. And, as the song goes, 
I had the craziest dream. 

I dreamed I received a letter in the mail from 
an outfit called the Master Planning Council. It 
obviously was a form letter, addressed “To the 
readers of Lavender Magazine.” As I read it, I 
wondered if any other readers of Lavender had 
received similar letters. The letter started with 
this: 

"It has come to our attention that you have 
been seen several times picking up copies of Lav- 
ender Magazine. As a reader of Lavender, we at 
the Master Planning Council must point out to 
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you that you are suspected of being a sexual devi- 
ant. We suspect you are not following our orders 
as listed below and are misbehaving in at least 
one, and possibly more, respects. 

*Please read the following instructions and, 
where necessary, make appropriate correc- 
tions. Failure to make appropriate corrections 
may be met with severe civil and/or criminal 
legal consequences and penalties. 

“1. Gender is solely an immutable binary 
system. The Master Planning Council has ap- 
proved only two genders: male and female. Your 
gender, either male or female, was randomly as- 
signed by us at birth. 

“Іп many ways, your assigned gender de- 
termines the way we expect you to think and 
behave. To save you time, trouble, and confu- 
sion, we have engineered reminders of the 
importance of gender into everything imagin- 
able—from clothing and fashions, to cosmetics 
and health and beauty aids, to children's toys, 
to adult hobbies, to public restrooms and locker 
rooms at schools and athletic clubs. 

"As a reader of Lavender, we are concerned 


you may not be following the rules and cus- 
toms of your assigned gender. We remind you 
that your assigned gender is not subject to 
change. Attempts to permanently 'transition' to 
the opposite gender are not approved. Adopt- 
ing aspects of the opposite gender, whether 
permanent or temporary (i.e. so-called ‘gender 
fluidity’), or attempting to ignore the concept of 
gender entirely (i.e. so-called ‘non-binary’), are 
also not approved. 

"The Master Planning Council strongly re- 
minds you that letting your behavior, or even 
your thoughts, deviate from your assigned 
gender role might result in severe civil and/or 
criminal legal sanctions for you and those im- 
portant to you." 

Well, I thought, maybe I don't have anything to 
worry about here because I consider myself cis- 
gender. But am I cisgender enough? Am I mascu- 
line enough? Maybe the Master Planning Council 
doesn’t like sissy cis people. 

But then I thought, I hang out with quite 
a few people who violate these rules because 
they consider themselves something other than 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 
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and supportive services. 
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www.hopehousescv.org 
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National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 
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health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
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Minnesota Dance Theatre 
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through performance and education 
since 1962. 
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Minneapolis, MN 55403 
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Minnesota Opera 
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Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 
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stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
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The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 
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www.thecowlescenter.org 
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gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 
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cisgender. Am I violating the rules by accepting 
them and being friends with them? Could I get 
in trouble for that? 

Back to the letter: 

“2. We at the Master Planning Council have 
also engineered the matter of sexual attraction 
to ensure maximum child production and fam- 
ily bliss. Males are only allowed to be sexually 
attracted to females, and vice versa. Male-to- 
male and female-to-female attraction is not ap- 
proved and, if reported against you, may result 
in significant civil and/or criminal legal conse- 
quences. 

“Тп addition, male-female sexual attraction is 
not only the sole approved form of attraction—it 
is mandatory, although only within the confines 
of legal heterosexual marriage. So-called ‘asex- 
uality,’ involving shirking your responsibility for 
(hetero) sexual activity for the purpose of pro- 
ducing offspring, also may result in significant 
civil and/or criminal legal consequences if re- 
ported against you by a fellow citizen.” 

Okay, I thought, now I'm in trouble. Гт а 
sitting duck, actually—anyone could report 
me right now for being gay. I could get sued 
for illegal affectional preference, and whoever 
reported me would get a very handsome legal 
settlement. 

And here I thought I was safe—and legal!— 
because in 2003, in Lawrence v. Texas, the U.S. 
Supreme Court struck down the sodomy law 
in Texas (yes, Texas again!), and by extension 


also invalidated sodomy laws in thirteen other 
states. But maybe if the Supreme Court can 
consider reversing itself on Roe v. Wade and 
abortion, what’s to stop it from also reversing 
itself on Lawrence v. Texas? 

As if that wasn’t bad enough, the letter con- 
tinued: 

“3. To ensure an orderly and productive 
society, the Master Planning Council has for- 
mulated an authority and power hierarchy. Fe- 
males are to be subservient to males; children 
are to be subservient to their parents; and ev- 
eryone is to be subservient to us, the Master 
Planning Council. 

“It is to be understood that the concept of 
power is a sacred principle and is not something 
to be toyed with. All attempts to circumvent this 
established power structure are forbidden. In 
addition, all attempts to play with power, includ- 
ing such activities as bondage, discipline, sado- 
masochism, and dominance/submission, dem- 
onstrate either a lack of respect for power or an 
inappropriate attempt to usurp power. Reports 
from fellow citizens of such actions committed 
by you may result in severe civil and/or crimi- 
nal legal consequences. 

“Power is not a plaything. Power is to be 
taken seriously—especially when it comes to 
our power to dictate how you will think and be- 
have.” 

It was at this point in the dream that I awoke 
in a cold sweat. I tried to talk myself back to re- 


ality—no, in reality things have not regressed to 
such an oppressive point. Not yet, anyway. 

But then I reminded myself that for some 
people things have, in fact, regressed to the 
point of oppression. Some people in Texas and 
elsewhere are finding themselves in versions 
of this nightmare. Obtaining an abortion in 
Texas has recently become much more diffi- 
cult, and probably will be for the foreseeable 
future—and Idaho just adopted an abortion 
ban that is a copycat of the Texas law. And 
many Texas trans kids and their parents feel 
traumatized, panicked, and threatened by the 
Texas governor’s directive to have families of 
transgender children investigated for abuse by 
the Texas Department of Family and Protec- 
tive Services. 

To paraphrase a well-known poem about Na- 
zi-era Germany: “First they came for the women 
needing abortions, and I did not speak out... 
then they came for the trans kids and their par- 
ents, and I did not speak out... .” I think—I 
hope—you can see where I'm going with this. 

That poem ends with the line, “Then they 
came for me—and there was no one left to 
speak for me." 

'That poem came true in the middle of the 
twentieth century. I hope humanity has learned 
something since then: When we see inhuman- 
ity, injustice and oppression, we need to speak 
out. And we need to speak out before it's too 
late. E 
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Lena, a med-school dropout, cuts short a two-year Italian 
idyll working with her botanist aunt, to return to Boston and 
become breadwinner for her now near-bankrupt parents af- 
ter her father was somehow simultaneously injured and laid 
off. Miraculously, she's hired immediately as "assistant" to 
the doctor serving the powerful, secretive Verdeau family, 
that includes Jonathan, sickly, drug-addled heir, and alluring 
sister, Audrey. On occasion, Lena travels to family chief Mar- 
tin's Berkshire chateau, to monitor epic parties of a ruinous, 
sometimes lethal nature. Parties, she realizes, her parents 
had once attended; and where her father was injured. Lena 
calls on her wide knowledge of botanicals gleaned from her 
Italian aunt. Epic revenge is in order, and Mayquist pulls out 
all the stops that Lena may provide. 


YOKOHAMA, CALIFORNIA 


University of Washington Press 


A quiet collection of linked short stories capturing Japa- 
nese American life in the early 20th century. Mori observes 
he daily lives of denizens of the fictional town, celebrating 
small triumphs, stoically enduring setbacks. Born in Oak- 
land, California, Mori (1910- 1980) Mori was slated to see 
this book-the first by an Asian American-published in 1941. 
But the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, shattered that 
dream. He and his family were interned at the Topaz Relo- 
cation Center in Utah, where Mori became camp historian. 
Post-war-too soon," so Yokohama, California languished un- 
til 1949. Reissued in 2015 with an introduction by Xiaojing 
Zhou, author and professor of English at the University of 
the Pacific, it includes William Saroyan's original praise. Yo- 
kohama, California is still a timely read. 


LIKE A 
HOUSE 


ON- 
FiRE 
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ON EARTH WE'RE BRIEFLY GORGEOUS 


Ocean Vuong 

Penguin 

$17 

A letter from an adult son to his mother, its narrative 


stretches back across oceans and years, before his own 
birth, to his grandmother who escaped Vietnam with her 
infant daughter, and chronicles what it took for all, including 
the narrator “to survive. Of a tormenting bully on a school 
bus: “He was only nine, but had already mastered the dia- 
lect of damaged American fathers.” Raw, intimate, horrifying 
and tender by turns, the letter encompasses the labyrinth of 
toxic masculinity, a mother’s (often harsh and violent) love, 
drugs, sexual identity, always spinning to Vietnam and what 
was released form that Pandora’s box. There is no escaping 
what went before and narrator, nicknamed “Little Dog,” sets 
it all down. No matter that his Ma cannot read. 


LIKE A HOUSE ON FIRE 


Lauren McBrayer 

С.Р Putnam’s Sons 

$26 

McBrayer's debut novel introduces Merit. Edging to- 


wards 40-not in a good way- married twelve years to “left- 
brained” Cory, mother of two (needy) sons. But who is the 
stranger that stares back from her mirror? Merit returns 
to her architectural career, employed by Jane, Danish, gor- 
geous; everything Merit covets. Whatever else she might 
be, Jane is unabashedly herself. The two become friends as 
well as co-workers, Merit luxuriating in the knowledge that 
Jane sees more than fragments of Merit-mom, Merit- dutiful 
wife-but the whole person. Merit wants more, and, in this 
mid-life-coming-of-age saga, she gets it. The question now, 
is what to do with it. The lovely sons, the irritating yet be- 
loved husband, her career, Jane... Witty, empathetic, kind, 
McBrayer conjures up an unexpected solution. Ё 
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THURSDAY 
"Мал, 2022 - 5:30 — 8:00 PM С 
BETTY DANGER'S ‚ДЕШЕ ди 


2501 Marshall St. NE 
Minneapolis 


PRESENTED BY: 


WE’RE PUTTINGIT 
ALL ON THE TABLE 


GLOBALLY INSPIRED DINING, BEYOND" 


Our newest ship, Celebrity Beyond’, will take you on a culinary journey filled with 
wonder. Explore menus crafted by our Michelin-starred chef and inspired by the 
incredible places we visit. Discover 52 restaurants, bars, and lounges, including the 
first signature restaurant at sea from world-renowned chef Daniel Boulud and our 
terraced Sunset Bar designed by Nate Berkus, where the possibilities are as 
endless as the views. Every experience will excite your senses and leave you 


wanting more. 


Be among the first to enjoy Celebrity Beyond, sailing the Mediterranean starting 
in April 2022 and the Caribbean in October 2022, and relax knowing your 
drinks, Wi-Fi, and tips are Always Included?" 


-—— E = - - 
CALL 1-888-285-6574 | VISIT-CELEBRIT Y.COM | СОМТАС 


Е 2 Celebrity Sif Cruises: 


JOURNEY SAFE. JOURNEY WONDERFULL'". 


* Visit celebrity.com for complete terms and conditions. Always Included?" applies to sailings booked and departing on or after November 17, 2020, excluding Galapagos cruises, in an inside 
through AquaClass' stateroom (“Eligible Bookings"). All guests in an Eligible Booking who choose the Always Included pricing package will receive a Classic Beverage Package, an Unlimited Surf 
Internet Package, and tips included. All guests in a stateroom must choose the same pricing package. Offers are nontransferable. Changes to a booking may result in removal of a package. Pricin 
and packages are subject to availability, cancellation, or change without notice at any time. 8 арай of Celebrity Веуопа are artistic renderings based on current development concepts, whic 
are subject to change without notice. ©2022 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador. Imagery and messaging may not accurately reflect onboard and destination experiences, 
offerings, features, or itineraries. These may not be available during your voyage, may vary by ship and destination, and may be subject to change without notice. 


